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Our text this morning is found in Exodus chapter 32. But before we get I want us to back up a bit and set the stage.

If you would please turn in your Bibles to Exodus chapter 19, Exodus chapter 19. 

Last week we looked at Exodus chapter 20 and the Ten Commandments and considered how God has given us these rules to live not to restrict us but so that we can live the best possible life in a relationship with Him and with each other.

In Exodus 19:1 we read “On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 

So were are three months out of Egypt. The people of Israel had lived through the 10 plagues that God used to get Pharaoh to let them go.

By a pillar of smoke by day and a pillar of fire by night God led people to the edge of the Red sea and as the armies of Pharaoh closed in on them, they watched as God opened the Red Sea and they walked across on dry land.

And they watched, when the armies of Pharaoh tried to follow them, how God causes the sea to cover them over, drowning all of them.

For three months God has provided for them, giving them manna and quail to eat and water to drink.

God has now brought them here to the wilderness of Sinai where they camped in front of the mountain.

In Exodus 19, picking up in verse 3: “while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 

4 You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 

5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 

6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 

7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8 All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.”

Hold on here a moment. I don’t want you to miss this. God tells the people of Israel “you shall be to me a kingdom of priests”.

What’s priest? Not in the Catholic Church sense, but in the Old Testament a priest was a mediator between God and man.

The priest would represent God to people by presenting God message and holiness. The priest job was to help people understand God.

At the same time the priest would mediate so the people could come to God. The priest would offer prayers for the people.

Through offerings and sacrifices the priest would help atone for people’s sin so they could come into the presents of God and worship.

Now Christ is for us our great high priest. He full represents God the Father. Jesus said if you have seen me you have seen the Father.

And he offered himself as the once and for all atoning sacrifice for all our sins if we put our faith in Him.

The people of Israel were called out by God to be priest, mediators between God and the nations—all people.

They were to be “kingdom of priests”. Both individually and collectively Israel would represent the holiness and character of God to the world. 

And they were to be a house of prayer for the nations.

You and I, today, are too called to be a “kingdom of priests”.

In 1 Peter 2:9 the apostle Peter writes “…you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”

Ok, tuck that thought away and let’s get back to our text.

Moses then goes back on the mountain and reports to God what the people have said. 

God then tells Moses to go back down and tell the people to consecrate themselves for three day. They were to set themselves apart, dedicate themselves or ready themselves for worship.

Skip down to verse 16: “On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. 

17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain.

God then makes his presence visible on the mountain and then, starting in Exodus 20:1-7 “…God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

After give all of the Ten Commandments listen to verses 18-19: “Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.”

Moses! You be our mediator! They were freaking out! I can’t say that I blame them much. Moses, you go talk with God and then come and tell us what He said and we will do.

So while the people waited Moses goes back up to meet with God and in Exodus 20:22-23 we read this: “And the LORD said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven. 23 You shall not make gods of silver to be with me, nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold. 

In chapters 21, 22, and 23 Moses is given additional laws governing how the community of God was to live together. 

And again Exodus 24:3 “Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the rules. And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.”

All through these chapters Moses is going back and forth from the Mountain to the people.

In 24:18 we are told that Moses goes up on the Mountain for 40 days and 40 nights. 

During this time, recorded in chapters 28, 29, 30, and 31 Moses is given instruction on how they are to build the Ark of the Covenant, and the other instruments they would put in the tabernacle.

He is given detailed instruction on how to be build and lay out the tabernacle (the tent of meeting, the place of worship for the people of Israel).

Moses is told what the priest would wear and how offerings and sacrifices were to be made.

The tabernacle would be the place that represents the presence of God with His people. The tabernacle would be the place the people would come to worship God.
In these chapters God sets out a clear and defined way the people of Israel were to approach Him. God clarifies where and how the Israelites would worship. 

All of the detail in these instructions show that God was concerned that the people approach Him in a proper manner. God was going to dwell among them and it would be dangerous for them to come before Him improperly. 

God is still concerned that His people approach Him properly. 

While God has not given the New Testament church details in the kind of building we are to make, what is to be included in them or even the design of the clothes we are to wear.

God has given some very specific principles about the attitude of those who come before Him for worship.

Do we consecrate ourselves, ready ourselves, for worship before we come to church so that we are ready to enter into God’s presence for worship?

We can come before God with confidence because of Christ, but we are to come before Him with humility (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5). 

In James 4:6 we read that “…God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

We are to bring to the Lord the sacrifices of our praise (Hebrews 13:5) and offer Him our service with reverence and awe for He is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:28, 29). 

Those who approach God according to their own terms in consideration of their own comforts and desires are really only worshiping themselves and not God. 
They are practicing a religion and not worshiping God because of a restored relationship with Him through Jesus Christ.

The sons of Israel were about to learn how serious the consequences could be when they tried to approach God according to their own whims and comfort in order to please themselves. 

There is a serious warning in this for us as well, for though God is patient and longsuffering, He is also righteous, holy and just. 

There comes a time when those attributes of righteousness and holiness will bring about His justice and judgement. 

Now with this back ground, turn with me please to Exodus 32.

Exodus 32:1-6 “When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. 
As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 

After all, Moses had gone for forty days and nights and they were now wondering what had happened to him. 

No doubt some of them would have thought he had died because that was their own fear back in Exodus 20 after just seeing the presence of God upon the mountain and hearing his voice.

Remember that just forty days earlier they had all said in response to Moses declaring the laws of God to them, “All the words which the Lord has spoken we will do!”

In addition, they had heard with their own ears the Ten Commandments upon which all the specific laws were based. 

They heard the Lord say, “You shall have no other gods before me. 

They heard the Lord say, 4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image…” 

They heard the Lord say, “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain…”

But now it has been nearly forty days since they have seen Moses and the people assembled about Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us…” (Exodus 32:1)

Right at this point they are pursuing the vary evil that God had already warned them about. They knew they were not to make any idol or graven images. 

Aaron should have stopped them right then. Instead he said in verse 2: “…Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 

The people do as Aaron has asked and he takes the gold rings from their hands and fashions them with a graving tool and makes them into a molten calf (vs. 3-4). 

When the people see it they exclaim, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”

The calf immediately became an idol to them. 

Aaron did not help matters. When he saw their response he built an altar before the calf and proclaimed the next day would be “a feast to the Lord.”

And in verse 6 we read: “And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.”

In verses 7-10 the Lord tells Moses what is going on. 

Exodus 32:7-10 “And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 

8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 

9 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.”

This is a test for Moses as the priest or mediator between God and the Israelites. 

It is significant that God refers to them as Moses’ people in verse 7 before describing their corruption and obstinate nature. 

God’s offer to make of Moses a great nation is conditional on Moses leaving God alone and not intervening on behalf of the people. 

A lesser man may have taken this as a temptation and given in to it, but Moses was true to his calling and interceded.



Look here in Exodus 32:11-13: “But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 

12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? 

Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 

13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’”

Moses’ arguments are all based on God’s glory. 

They are Your people God, whom You brought out of Egypt and did so in such a way as to demonstrate Your power over all the Egyptian pantheon of gods. 

Moses’ petitions the Lord to withhold His judgement lest the Egyptians make false accusations against Him. 

His final argument is that God should not destroy them because of His previous promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Verse 14 says that “…the LORD relented [or changed His mind] from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.” 


When the Bible that say that God does not change it refers to Him not changing in character, not lying or changing His mind from His decree or His sovereign will (Numbers 23:19; 1 Samuel 15:29) for He always keeps all His promises (Hebrews 6:13). 

The fact that God’ “relented” or “changes His mind” in this verse is a comfort to us as Christians because it shows God does keep His promises to us concerning prayer. 

The Scriptures are full of invitations to come to the Lord in prayer and 

James 5:16 tells us that “the effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”

God does hear our prayers and He responds to them even “changing His mind” from stated intentions according to those prayers and in doing so accomplishes His sovereign will.

Moses’ Return – Exodus 32:15-29

In verse 15 Moses returned down the mountain with the stone tablets upon which God had written His law. 

He met with Joshua on the way down and as they were nearing the camp they could hear noise coming from it. 

Joshua thought it was the sound of war, but Moses said it was neither the sound of triumph or defeat but the sound of singing (vs. 15-18). 

When Moses came within sight of the camp he could see the calf and the dancing and then in anger he threw the tablets from his hands and shattered them at the foot of the mountain. 

He then took the calf and burned it, then ground it to powder, then scattered it on the surface of the water and he made the people drink it (vs. 19-20).

Moses then focuses on Aaron and his failure that allowed the people to commit such great sin. 

Aaron admitted that he knew the people were prone to sin, but that at their request to make a god for them he had collected their gold earrings. 

He then made the unbelievable claim that he threw the gold “into the fire, and out came this calf” (vs. 24) as if it was created supernaturally.

The people were still out of control so Moses stood in the gate of the camp and called out “Whoever is for the Lord, come to me!”

All the sons of Levi responded and Moses had them strap on their swords and go through the camp and kill those that were out of control resulting in about three thousand men being executed that day, though all the camp was guilty. 

That was an act of mercy. Think about this, how many of them were guilty? All of them. Yet only 3000 died that day.

Moses then called on them to dedicate themselves to the Lord so that the Lord might bestow a blessing upon them. 

That ended the judgement for that day.

The next day Moses rebuked the people for their great sin and told them he would again go before the Lord in an attempt to make atonement for their sin (vs. 30). 

Moses then met with the Lord and pleaded with Him, “Alas, this people has sinned a great sin. They have made for themselves gods of gold. 
32 But now, if you will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have written.” (Exodus 32:31-32)

That is an incredible statement of identification and self-sacrifice because the book being referred to is the book of the living (Psalm 69:28). 

If God would not forgive their great sin, then Moses would prefer death with them. 

Exodus 32:33-35 “But the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book. 

34 But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; behold, my angel shall go before you. 

Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them.” 35 Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf, the one that Aaron made. 

God would hold the guilty accountable, but the punishment would be postponed until a future day.

Conclusions

As Hebrews 12:29 states, “our God is a consuming fire.’ 

There should be reverence and awe when coming into His presence. 

That is something that is sadly lacking in our times among many who profess to be Christians.

Ancient Israel learned the hard way the importance of coming before Him properly and obeying His commands. 

1 Corinthians 10:11 tells us that we should learn from their example. 

It was only the intercession and prayers of Moses that kept them from being utterly destroyed for their sinful though there were still consequences they had to bear. 

In our own time we find that the Lord is still patient and forbearing with our sinful nature. We also know that Jesus and the Holy Spirit make intercession on our behalf. 

But these factors do not mean we should presume upon them. There are still consequences to disobedience and not having the proper reverence when coming before the Lord.
Let us give thanks that because of Jesus Christ we can come before God the Father. Through His death & resurrection He redeemed us from our sins and brought us into God’s family. 

Through His intercession all our needs are met and our fellowship with God is maintained. 

Let us also be committed to walking in daily life worthy of our calling by pursuing personal holiness, and that includes reverence in our worship of the Lord.

And we must remember that you are a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession... [You are to] proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

We are to intercede and pray for and on behalf of the lost and hurting around us.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Benediction  “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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